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Outreach and Education Advisory Panel 
(OEAP)

REPORT TO THE COUNCIL

176th CFMC Regular Meeting

Virtual and in person
December 7 -8, 2021

Marriott Courtyard Hotel Isla Verde, PR



Marine Resource Education Program (MREP) meetings to review 
content of Puerto Rico Fishers’ Workshop in August 2022. 

Webinars: FAO Ocean Decade, 2022 Year of Artisanal Fisheries and 
Aquaculture, impact of Sargassum accumulation on fisheries, 
importance of MPAs for sustainable fisheries, climate change and 
fisheries and,  fisheries management in the Caribbean. 

Importance of these issues for O & E initiatives.
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Meetings attended
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• Calendar 2022 MAPs • January, February, March, April) MPAs in PR: Bajo 
de Sico, AbrirLa Sierra,Tourmaline, Reserva Marina 
de la Parguera. 

• May, June, July, August) MPAs in St. Thomas/St. 
John: Red Hind Bank Marine Conservation District, 
Grammanik Bank, Virgin Islands National Park, 
Virgin Islands Coral Reef National Monument .

• September, October, November, December MPAs
in St. Croix: Lang Bank Red Hind Spawning
Aggregation Area, Mutton Snapper Spawning
Aggregation Area, Buck Island Reef National
Monument, St. Croix East End Marine Park.

• For 2023: Fisher’s Families. Please, contribute
potos and information

12/4/21 Alida Ortiz  OEAP 3

Updates on O &E initiatives proposed
for 2022 - 2025
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Updates on current O &E products
Illustrated Booklet on EBFM

16 questions
1. What is an ecosystem?
2. What is the marine fishery

ecosystem?
3. Is there a connection between

biotic and abiotic in the marine 
fishery ecosystem?

4. Is the marine fishing ecosystem just
the coral reef and the open sea?

5. How do human activities impact
the marine fishing ecosystem?

6. What does all this fishery
ecosystem has to do with fisheries
management?

7. What actions does the CFMC take
to apply the knowledge about the
marine fishery ecosystem in 
fisheries management?.......
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SUSTAINABLE SEAFOOD CONSUMPTION  CAMPAIGN: 
Recipe Book

Mike Funk

12/4/21
Alida Ortiz  OEAP 7



12/4/21 Alida Ortiz  OEAP 8



12/4/21 Alida Ortiz  OEAP 9



• Short videos on home cooking of
underutilized species – Jannette
Ramosand Cristina Olán.
• Develop aGuideto analyze

underutilized speciesfor educational
purposes. It will help fishermen, 
fisheries managers, educators and the 
general public to understand what is 
an underutilized species and the
appropriate considerations when
recommending its consumption.

Sustainable Sea food Consumption…
Other products 
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Outreach materials on MPAs in St. Thomas/St. John, USVI
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O & E Initiatives proposed for 2022-2025

• IBFMPs – Fact sheets/Infographics for PR, St. Thomas/St. John and St. Croix
• - Graciela García Moliner, María López (NOAA) will collaborate.

• MPAS – February 9, 2022, MPA Symposium in San Juan, PR 
• Fact sheets/Infographics, short videos on MPAs in the region and their impact on   

fisheries and their importance for fisheries sustainability. 2022 -2023
• Illustrated Booklets 

• Climate Change impacts on fisheries 2022
• MPAs in the US Caribbean 2022

• Fisheries Education in PR and USVI 
• Need for new fishers in our region.
• Council support for the Escuela de Pesca Project in Cabo Rojo, PR 

All products will have a QR code to the CFMC webpage for the documents 
and other items.
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Specific areas of action for Outreach and 
Education in 2020-2025

• Basic concepts of Ecosystem Based 
Management and their application to the 
management measures. The objective is to 
help fishers and consumers in general to 
understand the components of the marine 
ecosystem, the importance of the Fishery 
Ecosystem Plan for the marine fishery 
ecosystem and their responsibility in keeping 
it healthy and sustainable.

• Island Based Fishery Management Plans 
(IBFMP) for Puerto Rico, St. Thomas/St. John 
and St. Croix. The objective is for fishers and 
consumers to recognize the species being 
managed, their natural function in the marine 
ecosystem and the importance of 
management measures to keep the 
ecosystem healthy and the fishery resources 
sustainable.

• Sustainable Fish and Seafood consumption 
to educate consumers on the importance to 
consume these products and, at the same 
time be aware of the impact of removing 
those species from the ecosystem.

• Marine Protected Areas in Puerto Rico, St. 
Thomas/St. John and St. Croix. Their 
importance as instruments for the protection 
of fishes spawning aggregation and the 
regulations applied to these areas from 
territorial and federal government agencies.
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Social Media
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• CristinaOlán, presentation
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• Wilson Santiago –Puerto Rico
• MavelMaldonado –St. Croix
• NikoleGreaux–St. Thomas/St. John
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Liaisonsreports…
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QUESTIONS?

THANK YOU



HAPPY NEW YEAR
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